7-Point Checklist for Choosing a Patent Search Tool

1. Can You Search Using Just Plain English?

A good tool should let you describe your invention in your own words. You should not need legal codes or

complex Boolean logic to get relevant results.

2. Is It Easy to Use Without a Learning Curve?

The tool should be intuitive from the start. If it feels built for power users, it is not the right fit for early-stage

inventors.

3. Does It Cover the Right Patent and Literature Databases?

Your tool should search across global databases and include non-patent literature. Missing this can lead to

critical blind spots.

4. Does It Help You Compare Results to Your Idea?

It should help you understand how each result connects to your input. Side-by-side views and concept

highlights can save you time and confusion.

5. Does It Let You Refine and Revisit Your Search Easily?

Search should be iterative. The tool should support easy tweaking, rerunning, and refining-without forcing you

to start over.

6. Does It Show You Why a Result Was Returned?

Transparency builds trust. You should be able to see what matched-keywords, concepts, or functionality-so

you understand the results.

7. Does It Protect Your Invention Input?

Before you file, your idea is unprotected. Choose tools that let you search anonymously and do not store or

track your input.



